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In those days John the Baptist began to 
preach in the wilderness proclaiming ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near’ Then the people of Jerusalem were going out 
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to him and they were baptized by him, confessing their sins.

 the people considered 
John a prophet

And 
where there’s drink and song and carnal desires, there is not a single good 
thing. Listen, oh loved ones, to the disgusting spectacle of dance and song 
which destroys everything, so you can know that the reason for the murder 
was the excess of dancing.

‘Whatever you 
ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom’ She went 
out to her mother to ask for advice and (her mother said): ‘Ask him to give 
you the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ She immediately went back 
to the king and asked for John’s head” Had she asked him 
for many rewards, it would have been better for her (than to ask) for John’s 
head. Woe unto the wretched girl! And woe unto you the evil mother (because) 
you did not ask for gold or silver or jewels, but you asked for John’s 
head

Had he spared a thought for the innocent, he wouldn’t have thrown 
him in prison in the first place. Herod’s soul was like a ship on the sea hit by 
the violent surges of the sea because of his fear of the people. And the surges 
became unbearable to the madman because of (his) desire for a woman, and 
because he had already made an oath to her, he had decided to kill.

Know that our faith 
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teaches that our Lord said “make no oath at all” . Had this 
madman not made an oath, he wouldn’t have ordered the prophet to be killed. 
After he swore, he could not lie in front of the guests. His oath served to 
complete (his) ruin and that is why he sent (his men) to cut off John’s head. 
Oh brothers, what hand would dare to reach for John’s head, (the head) that 
was so familiar to the wild animals of the wilderness, (the head) that hungry 
lions  trembled before, (the head) that instilled fear in all the vipers and 
snakes and dragons, (the head) whose dignity exalted the wilderness, (the 
head) that the flowers of the wilderness headed to, as did plants and the beaks 
of birds to bring him honey from drops of light rain and dew? What hand 
rushed forward and cut off the head without trembling or being awestruck by 
that godly sight? When Herod got drunk and sent his executioner with a 
sword, he did not see it.

Oh what a miracle, the just man even after his death like when he was alive! 
Oh what an atrocity, a mindless man who (put) the head of Saint John in the 
wooden vessel he had eaten meat from! Wasn’t it enough, Herod, what your 
namesake Herod did in Bethlehem? Weren’t you scared? What cries for help 
were there from fathers and mothers as they looked upon their children until 
the earth turned white from the milk of the breasts of their mothers? What wild 
or domestic animal saw the like of these children whose blood was spilled and 
would not cry or become sad upon seeing them killed, pure young children 
with unblemished souls and blameless? Wasn’t it enough, you wretch, 
to do this with the blessed, that you too also (had to) kill John, one whose 
single hair from his head you are not worthy of removing? That Herod killed 
the children of Rachel (Matt 2:18) and you killed John, who is the pride of 
church. In what way could I ever forgive them? The Lord said “Woe to the 
bloody city (Ezk 24:6) where Herod rules.” Woe to him! He who wishes to 
rule by shrewd manipulation is one who loves to rule.35 It is from him that the 
Jews learned how to kill and they caused the killing of our Lord. Those 
children were murdered and this John was beheaded. And the Jews sawed 
Isaiah in half (MartIs), threw Jeremiah into a cistern (Jer 38:6), stoned 
prophets and killed Zechariah in the temple (ProtJas). We say all of this to 
demonstrate their evil. Oh what evil it was that brought forth the good!
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